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Attorneys for Sacramento City Unified Schoo] District

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

PLANS, Inc., ) Case No. CIV. S-98-0266 FCD PAN

)

Plaintiffs, ) Date: January 14,2005
) Time: 3:30 p.m. i
v. ) Place: Courtroom 25

)
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL ) DEFENDANTS’ FINAL PRETRIAL
DISTRICT, TWIN RIDGES ELEMENTARY ) CONFERENCE STATEMENT
SCHOOL DISTRICT, DOES 1-100, )

)

Defendants. )
)
)

Defendants SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (hereinafter “SCUSD”
or “Defendant”) and TWIN RIDGES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DISTRICT (hereinafter “TRESD”
or “Defendant™) (hereinafter collectively “School Districts™ or “Defendants”), hereby file their Final

Pretrial Conference Statement.’

! Defendants attempted in good faith to-file a joint statement with Plaintiff. Defendants were not
able to secure Plaintiff’s cooperation in a timely manner. See letters to Plaintiff’s counsel, true and
correct copies of which are attached hereto as Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and 4. Defendants file this separate

statement as a last resort.
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1. JURISDICTION - VENUE:
Jurisdiction is predicated upon 28 United States Code section 1331 and 28 United
States Code section 1343. Defendants contend Plaintiff does not have proper standing before this
court.
2. JURY - NON-JURY:
Trial shall be to the court without a jury.
3. UNDISPUTED FACTS:
The following are the undisputed facts in this case as previously outlined in the court’s
last pretrial order:
a. A Waldorf method used by the schools is that the same teacher progresses
through each grade with his or her class, through the eighth grade.
b. Austrian-born Rudolf Steiner founded Waldorf education in 1919 when he
created a school in Germany for the children of the Waldorf-Astoria cigarette factory workers.
ct Oak Ridge began operating as a Waldorf methods magnet school in September
1995.
d. Rudolf Steiner College, a school for teacher training in Waldorf education,
submitted a proposal for the training of the Oak Ridge teachers in the use of Waldorf methods in a
public school setting. Betty Staley, the Dean of Faculty, created the teacher training program for the
Oak Ridge teachers in 1995. The teachers began their teacher training through Rudolf Steiner College
in spring of 1996.
e. Just prior to the 1997-1998 school year, the Waldorf Methods Magnet School
moved from Oak Ridge School and became the John Morse Waldorf Methods Magnet School.
f. In August 1994, Twin Ridges agreed to sponsor a Waldorf methods charter
school.
. The Twin Ridges Alternative Charter School opened in September 1994.
h. The following year, the Twin Ridges Alternative Charter School moved and

became the Yuba River Charter School.
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1.

classroom.

Both schools currently operate as public schools using Waldorf methods in the

4. DISPUTED FACTUAL ISSUES:

This case involves issues of law, and/or mixed questions of law and fact, in

constitutional adjudication as outlined in the court’s last pretrial order.

I Whether anthroposophy is a religion.

A.

Whether anthroposophy is a system of belief and worship of a superhuman
controlling power involving a code of ethics and philosophy requiring
obedience thereto.

Whether anthroposophy addresses fundamental and ultimate questions having
to do with “deep and imponderable matters.”

Whether anthroposophy is “comprehensive in nature.”

Whether anthroposophy can be recognized by formal and external signs such
as formal services, ceremonial functions, the existence of clergy, structure and
organization, efforts at propagation, observance of holidays and other similar

manifestations associated with the traditional religions.

2. Whether the Waldorf inspired methodology employed by the John Morse Waldorf

Methods Magnet School (hereinafter “John Morse™) advances and promotes

anthroposophy.

A. What are the current curricular and extra-curricular activities at John Morse.

B. Whether John Morse curricular and extra-curricular activities fit within
accepted teaching strategies and local, state, or federal instructional guidelines.

C, What are the governance and accountability systems in effect for John Morse.

D. What are the operational and personnel systems in effect for John Morse.

(5}

Whether the Waldosf inspired methodology employed by the Yuba River Charter

School ( hereinafter “Yuba River”) advances and premotes anthroposophy.

A.

What are the current curricular and extra-curricular activities at Yuba River.
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